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THERoLEoFTHENMA|NTHEMATTERoFA30CARATD|AMoNDFoUNDINKATIMBo

Freetown, 30th April 2014. The attention of the NMA has been drawn to several reports in the

media alleging that the Deputy Director General of the Agency and the Deputy Minister of the

Ministry of Mines and Mineral Resources were involved in influencing the sale of a 30 carat

diamond.

The NMA wishes to state that the allegations contained in these reports are completely false and

unfounded. The NMA was only involved in the verification, valuation and calculation of royalty and

nothing to do with the sale of the diamond'

The Agency further wishes to make the following clarification for the information of the general

oubl ic:

On Monday 1+th npril 2014, one Foday Sesay of Katimbo village, Sella Limba Chiefdom, discovered

one small  stone which he bel ieved to be a diamond'

On 15rn April 2014, a group of elders from Sella Limba Chiefdom, including the Paramount Chief'

Sec t ionch ie fs ,FodaySesay,o f f i c ia |so fAMRGo|dExp|ora t ionCompany,d iamonddea|ers ,andthe
p o | i c e a r r i v e d a t t h e N M A N o r t h e r n R e g i o n a | o f f i c e i n M a k e n i t o r e p o r t t h e d i s c o v e r y o f a

substance, which was bel ieved to be a diamond'

At tha tpo in t , i temerSedtha t therewereconf | i c t ingc |a imsasto theownersh ipo f thesubs tance '
The matter was then referred to the police to help the NMA with the investigations' The substance

was sealed in the presence of all concerned and brought to Freetown to the Ministry of Mines and

M i n e r a | R e s o u r c e s a n d h a n d e d o v e r t o t h e D e p u t y M i n i s t e r w h o l a t e r h a n d e d i t o v e r t o N M A f o r
veri f icat ionandva|uation,A||concernedpart ieswereinvolvedateverystageoftheprocess'

At the end of the investigations, verification and valuation process, the follow findings were made

in a report to the Minister of Mines and Mineral Resources:

i .

!r

The substance was found in  an area c la imed to  be an ar t isana l  min ing area,  but  w i th  no

val id l icence;

i i .  AMR Gold  ho lds  an EXPLORATION

AMR Gold 's  minera l  r igh t  in  the area

minera l  r igh ts  ho lder  for  that  area '

L ICENCE in  the area,  but  does not  have a  min ing l icence '

is for explorat ion and not for mining and thus, not the
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iii. The substance was tested and found to be a diamond weighing 30'37 carats'

| n v i e w o f t h e a b o v e , a n d g u i d e d b y t h e r e l e v a n t p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e M i n e s a n d M i n e r a | s A c t , t h e
following conclusions were reached'

i 'ThatAMRGoldhasno|awfu lc |a imto thed iamond,as i t i sanexp |ora t ionminera | r igh t
holder and not a mining mineral r ight holder'

i i .That thed iamondshou|dbefor fe i ted to thes ta te .However , in recogn i t iono f thegenu ine
intentionsoftheFinder/Chiefdompeop|einreport ingthefindtothe|awfulauthorit ies,
Governmentshou|dcons iderarewardofsomeora | |o f theproceedsf romthesa |eo f the
diamond to the finder/chiefdom people'-

TheMin is te ro fMinesandMinera |Resources thensummonedameet ingofa | l concernedpar t ies
on 23d April 2014 to report the findings and decision of Government. The Minister explained that'

gu idedby theabovef ind ings ,and incons idera t ionof thes incer i tydemonst ra tedby the f inderand

theauthor i t ieso fSe| |aL imbaChie fdom,governmenthasdec idedtohandover thed iamondto the
p e o p | e o f S e | | a L i m b a C h i e f d o m , f o r t h e m t o s e | | t o a d i a m o n d d e a | e r o f t h e i r c h o i c e , a n d p a y

royalty to government.

Th isdec is ionwasacceptedbya | |par t iesconcerned,andthed iamondwasdu|yhandedover to the
Paramount Chief as agreed by the f inder and people of Sel la Limba'

TheParamountCh ie fo fSe l |aL imba,P.C.KandehLusen i ,commendedtheMin is t ryo fMines , the
NMAandthepo| ice for the t ransparentandaccountab |emanner inwh ich themat te rwashand|ed ,

Foreaseof re fe rence,p leaseseebe|ow| is tedapp l icab lesec t ionsof theMinesandMinera lsAct
2009:

o Section 21 (1) (2) - Acquisit ion of Mineral Rights

o Section 22lal (b) (c) (d) (e) - Type of Mineral Rights

- Rights of Holder of Mineral Rights

- Removal of Minerals

- DiscoverY of Precious Minerals

. section 16g (1) (2) (3) (5) - unlawful possession of Precious Minerals

- Miscellaneous offences

o Section 77(Ll (2 a,c,d)

. section 16s (1) (a) (b)

o Section 167 (1) (3) (5)

. Section t7O (21

ENDS


